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The Origins of Living Word: 
The persistent prayers of hungry 
people availeth much 

In 1979, a group of Christians from diverse 
backgrounds came together and started bugging a 
young man from Texas and living in Mississippi about 
starting a church in Houma, Louisiana. And the rest 
is history.

Several people from the local Full Gospel 
Business Men’s Fellowship International attended a 
conference in New Orleans in November of 1978. 
There they saw and heard things from Rene’ Monette 
like they had never heard before. So, the leaders 
of the local group felt like they had to invite him to 
speak at their FGBMFI local meeting in Houma.

In February of 1979, Bro. Rene’ spoke at their 
Saturday night meeting which was held at Rosalee & 
Ray’s Restaurant on the East Side of Houma. 

Dick Chase saw him at the conference in New 
Orleans and was impressed but didn’t actually meet him until the meeting in 
Houma.  His wife Loretta actually recognized him first. 

“She said, ‘Hey isn’t that the guy we saw?’” Mr. Dick recalls. “And I said, ‘Yeah, 
that young whipper snapper.” 

“He and Vicki hadn’t been married long,” he added. ”He still had black hair.” 
After that weekend, he was invited back to do a Bible study.
“Then two weeks later he came and spoke at a Bible study at the SLECA 

building,” said Joann Allemand. “Rene’ and Vicki spent the night with us (she 
and her husband Bobby). And we sat up and talked for a long time and we really 
enjoyed it.”

He and Vicki were living in Poplarville, Mississippi at the time.
“They came down from Mississippi for Saturday nights and go back on Sunday 

for a few months,” said Harold Nini.
This Bible study continued for about a month and a half.
Those in attendance came from different backgrounds. Some from the 

Catholic tradition, some from mainstream Protestant church: Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Pentecostals. 

But they all had something in common: they were hungry for the Word of God. 
Cherry Nini especially loved that Bro. Rene’ was a teacher. 
“The people we had heard before were preachers,” she said. “So we heard the 

preaching of the Word but not the teaching of the Word. And that’s what drew us.” 
“He put the Word in a way that I could live it,” said Bessie Ledet. “It ministered to 

my daily life with Jesus. And I never heard teaching like that before.”
“And he would say, “I am going to teach the Word of God and if that offends 

you, you’ll have to take it up with Him,’” according to Mrs. Cherry.
Mrs. Cherry says the tradition she came from actually discouraged people from 

reading the Bible.
“They told us not to read the Bible or it would make us crazy,” she said with a laugh.
“See?” added Mr. Dick. “You started reading the 

Bible and you came here and you’re crazy now.”
Bro. Rene not only encouraged people to read 

their Bibles, he encouraged them to find out 
for themselves what it says and not just take his 
word for it.”

“Bro. Rene’ would say he wanted us to check 
the Word and make sure whether or not what he 
was teaching was true,” Mrs.Cherry said.

“Be like the Bereans,” Mrs. Bessie added. (Acts 
17:11)

Bible studies continued to be a big part of 
Living Word even after starting Sunday services 
and continues to this day.

“With the Bible Studies he was able to reach 
lots of people who never came to the church 
on Sundays,” Mrs. Joann said. “And he didn’t care 
if they didn’t come to church on Sunday. He 
wasn’t interested in attendance numbers.”

They held the Bible studies in the home of Dick and Loretta Chase in those 
early days. 

“That’s where I met Ben (Bufkin) when he was a little baby. His mother would 
bring him,” Mr. Dick said. “That makes me feel old.”

Praise and Worship has always been a big part of the services, even though 
they didn’t have music at first

“We would sing a cappella,” Mrs. Cherry said. “The Holy Spirit would just bring 
us into one accord. It was amazing. 

“It was the Word that we sang,” added Mrs. Joann. “It just flooded our souls.”
“It did,” Mrs. Bessie agreed. “It brought life.”
They loved what Bro. Rene’ was doing so much that they popped the question.
“We asked Bro. Rene to start a church,” Mrs. Bessie said. “He didn’t want to 

because he didn’t feel like he was a pastor. He was an evangelist. But we bugged 
and bugged him and he finally he said yes.” 

Then she corrected herself. “No. Finally God said ‘yes.’” 
The church met in several places over the years. The first place they met 

as a Living Word Church was at a small room in the American Legion Hall in 
June. Then came the Lisa Park School auditorium. Soon they rented a building 
on Barrow Street and bought the property on Valhi. When they outgrew the 
building on Barrow Street, they moved to a larger place on Prevost Street and 
soon began construction of a facility on Valhi. That’s where it stayed for 27 years 
until moving into the current facility in 2012. 

So why the name “Living Word?”
“It came from a song,” according to Mrs. Joann.
Jesus, Name Above All Names had the line, “Blessed Redeemer, Living word.”
“He knew that’s what he wanted to call the church,” Mrs. Cherry said.
But there was a hitch. “We wanted ‘Living Word Church’ but we couldn’t have 

that because another church had it,” Harold Nini recalled. “So, we had to put ‘of 
Houma’ on it.”

Thus, was born Living Word Church of Houma.
And the rest, as they say, is history.
In the past 40 years, thousand of people have 

come through the doors of wherever Living Word 
Church was meeting at the time. Some only once 
or twice, some for a season and some for a lifetime. 
Through technology, thousands and thousands of 
sermons and Bible studies have been watched or 
listened to by people from literally all over the world. 

The mantle was passed to the new Senior Pastor 
Ben Bufkin last year who continues to focus on 
teaching the Word of God.

All of this because of a group of people hungry for 
the Word, were persistent in bugging a young man 
to start a church - bugging him until he said “yes.” 

Or as Mrs. Bessie puts it, until God said “yes.”

One of the early locations of Living Word Church on Barrow Steet

Bro. Rene’ teaching on Barrow Steet



House of Hope  
House of Hope is a ministry which brings 

together local churches in support of homeless, 
underprivileged, and underserved individuals and 
families in East Houma. Our mission is bringing 
hope to the hopeless, acting as the hands and feet 
of Jesus, and serving as a community resource to 
those in need. For the past sixteen years, the House 
of Hope has provided a warm meal, free clothing, 
hygiene and household items, educational books 
and bibles, and a Gospel message every Saturday 
morning. Each Saturday, a local church leads the 
effort, with Living Word serving on the second 
Saturday of each month. Our partners in this 
endeavor are Bayou Blue Assembly of God, Victory 
of Houma, El Renuevo, Cross Church, and House of 
Prayer. These partners serve on either a monthly or 
quarterly basis to meet the needs of the individuals 
and families in our community.  

We have been truly blessed to be able to continue 
this ministry and we are continuously seeking to 
improve and build relationships with our partners 
and within the community. The vision for House 
of Hope is to be a Christ-centered community 
network of churches, disciples, and believers 
serving together to encourage and support one 
another. To that end, we are seeking to grow in our 
capacity to meet the needs of the community by 
providing more opportunities for leadership and 
service. Currently, we are seeking individuals and 
groups who feel called to lead or support a monthly 
meal and message. Leaders will be responsible for 
setting up, welcoming guests, guiding volunteers, 
bringing a word and prayer, serving a meal, and 
closing up on the second Saturday of each month. 
Currently, we have several months covered, but we 
would love to grow this ministry! House of Hope is 
always in need of additional hands and feet called 
to serve by loving on the people in our community 
and assisting in the many areas (clothing set up 
and donations, kitchen, children’s area, clean 

up, praying with our guests, providing worship 
or a message, etc.) of this ministry. Every act of 
service is an important one, and we hope you feel 
encouraged to join us in any capacity. This is truly 
an example of a time when we show up and God 
moves! 

In addition to our Saturday service, we have several 
events that we conduct throughout the year to 
help support the people in our community. Each 
year, we collect food items, coats, gifts, and school 
supplies to help meet the needs of the community. 
While summer is just beginning, we are currently 
collecting gently used school uniforms (particularly 
navy and khaki pants and school shirts) and school 
supplies in preparation for August. Clothing and 
financial donations are always appreciated! Clothing 
can be dropped off at the House of Hope (8551 
East Main Street Houma, LA 70360) on any Saturday 
morning and financial donations can be sent to 
Living Word Church (1916 Highway 311 Schriever, 
LA 70395). Volunteers are encouraged to join us at 
9:00 am on the second Saturday of the month. For 
more information or to volunteer to lead a Saturday 
service, please contact Caio and Natasha Almeida at 
(985)647-0517 or hoh@lwchouma.com.  

Women’s Restoration
Women’s Restoration is a 12-month, faith-based, 

drug and alcohol, Regeneration Program.  We are 
being established by the vision and mercy of God.  
It is essential for women trapped with chemical 
addiction receive Biblical instruction to become 
new creatures with Christ Jesus through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Our mission is to help women 
who have no place to turn but want to be free 
from their addictions.  We want to give them an 
opportunity to learn how to live a productive and 
drug free life.

Our Regeneration Program will require a 12-month 
commitment that begins with and Induction/
Orientation Phase, where she will begin to 
develop her relationship with the Lord.  Next, is the 

Regeneration Phase, where she faces the choices 
she made in her addiction.  Then, she enters 
the Inner Healing Phase where she learns that 
forgiveness is the key to spiritual maturity.  Finally, 
she enters the Discipleship Phase. She learns to take 
her focus off of her addiction and who she used to 
be and learn to walk in the truth of who God says 
she is. 

Every woman will be assigned a work task, to learn 
good work ethics, apply relation skills, and develop 
team work in a closely supervised environment. All 
of these skills will help her establish a stable life after 
graduation.  

The floors are being installed, kitchen cabinets are 
in place. The porches, the road, housing for staff 
and some painting are our next projects. Will you 
please consider partnering with us through prayer 
and monthly donations?    

If you have any question, you can reach us at 985-
209-9513 or womensrestoration.org. 

Moms & Tots
Living Word’s Moms and Tots is a support group of 

women designed to help minister to other moms 
in the community. It is a safe, loving environment 
where moms have the opportunity to make new 
friends, learn Biblical principles, and share the joys 
and challenges of motherhood! Join us bi-monthly 
for playdates in the Houma/Thibodaux area. It’s a 
great time to break out of our isolation as moms 
and enjoy connecting with moms in the same 
season of life. For more information, find us on 
Facebook at LWC Moms and Tots.

Houma Christian Schools is starting  
a Blended Academy

A Blended Academy is fairly new on the academic scene. It is similar to 
virtual schools in some ways. It provides an alternate learning environment 
for students who feel like they would perform academically better outside 
of a traditional classroom setting. Students generally watch lectures online, 
complete the assigned work and are given tests. The students’ classwork and 
test are monitored by a teacher. 

Houma Christian’s Blended Academy will be set up in the Living Word Youth 
Center, The Lighthouse, on Venture Blvd. 

Houma Christian School’s Finance Director, Natalie Lirette says, “students 
won’t have to stick to a traditional school day schedule. They can come and go 
as they please,” she said. “and do a lot of their learning at home.”

Students can watch the lectures at the center or at home or anywhere they 
have internet access. But tutoring and other assistance is available at the center.

“Nina Pontiff is our director and the students can get help from her at the 
center,” Lirette said. “As the program grows, we hope to bring in some content-
specific tutors.”

These tutors will schedule their times at the center and students can receive 
help in the specialty area. 

The curriculum itself will be the Bob Jones Christian Classroom Online, which 
has recorded video lectures by certified teachers at each grade level. 

What make Blended Academy different is that it is part of Houma Christian 
School. Students will be able to participate in all of Houma Christian’s 
extracurricular activities ranging from Beta Club to 4-H to prom to all of the 
school’s sports activities.

So, who might be interested in the academy? 
“Any student, who for one reason or another feels like they would do better 

outside of a traditional classroom. One student currently enrolled lives between 
parents, 7-and-7. This would benefit that student because he can come the 
seven days here and be part of the school, but for the seven days he’s away, he 
can still do his course work,” Lirette said.

Another student is a competitive gymnast and she travels a lot. 
“This is good for her because she can go to prom, go to Sadie, do all the things 

that homeschooling does not provide her the opportunity to do,” Lirette said. 
“But she can still pursue her gymnastics career.”

Other students may have some anxiety or a medical condition that makes the 

formal classroom environment stressful. For these students they will have all of 
the benefits of school involvement without the daily attendance requirements. 

The cost for the year is $4,969, that includes all of the curriculum and books 
for the student to keep. That’s $200 more than regular tuition to cover the 
added cost of the curriculum. Registration is open now. 

“We will have an orientation at the end of July,” Lirette said. “So, we encourage 
anyone who is interested to apply over the summer. The application and more 
information are on our website under the Blended Academy tab.”

This is a big step for Houma Christian School, which came into existence 35 
years ago as a ministry of Living Word Church, after it had been in existence only 
five years itself. In addition to excellence in education, the student’s spiritual 
development has been at the core of the school from the very beginning. That 
is no less true with the Blended Academy. 

“You know, our mission is to preach the Gospel to EVERYONE, “ Lirette said. 
“So, we want to target the student who the traditional school setting isn’t for 
them. But we still want to propagate the Gospel.”

That’s what makes the Blended Academy different.
“We are faith-based,” Lirette said. “The student will take Bible every year. They 

will be required to attend chapel, either in the chapel at the school and we will 
live stream it so they can watch it virtually.” 

Lirette asks that we pray for them as they embark on this adventure. 
“I know this: I know Mr. Jimmy hears from God. I know that Pastor Ben and 

Pastor Clyde hear from God,” she said. “So, I know that when they all say ‘yes,’ 
that it is going to be something great.”

Special Events 
Today, June 16, Noon Tailgaiting Party
June 25-30, New Heights Summer Camp
July 8-12 Vacation Bible School
Friday, July 19, 7:00 pm Shane & Shane Concert
July 29-31 Kid’s Camp
August 16-18 Elevate Student Conference

Focus on Ministry


