
Matthew 6:19-21, Malachi 3:6-7, Malachi 3:8-12

1. God is the owner and we are His stewards 
Malachi 3:8-10, Numbers 18:21, 24, Deuteronomy 12:6b-7, Deuteronomy 12:6b-7, 
11b-12, Deuteronomy 14:28-29

● The Levitical tithe: This tithe was to be given for the support of the temple and the 
priests. The priests did not have an inheritance in the nation and this tithe provided for 
that. 

● The Festival tithe: This tithe was to be given for the provision of the nation to celebrate 
the feast days that commemorated God’s sustaining power with His people

● The tithe for the poor: This tithe was to be given specifically for provision for widows, 
fatherless, and the sojourner.

Depending on the year the children of Israel would have been required to pay around 
23% of what they produced

Are Christians required as Israel was to pay the tithe?

Are there any Christians who are paying the “full tithe” that Israel was required to pay?

The national average for giving for Christians is 3% and the average number of people 
giving 3% is 6% of any congregation-

What should Christians do about giving? 

2. Our relationship to God should not be transactional 
Malachi 3:13-15, 1 Corinthians 1:1-4, 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, Mark 12:41-44, Matthew 
23:23-24, 2 Corinthians 8:1-5

● The standard for giving is generosity and not a percentage. 
● The standard for giving is the heart and not legalism. 
● The standard for giving is cheerfulness and not reluctance or compulsion.

3. We are called to live like we belong to God
Malachi 3:16-17, 1 Peter 1:18-19, Malachi 3:18, Matthew 6:19-20

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.
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