
April 2019

Living Word Curch
1916 Hwy 311 
Schriever, LA 70395
livingwordhouma.com LIVING THE WORD

The Quarterly Newsletter of Living Word Church

Welcome to LWC’s  
“Living the Word” newsletter!

Our mission is to “Exalt Christ, Make Disciples and Equip the Saints.” In every 
aspect, this is the essence of what it means to live the word of God. 

This is a Bible-based newsletter and we encourage you to measure everything 
written here against the Word of God. If you find anything within these pages that 
does not line up with the Bible or with our mission statement please contact the 
editors and corrections will be made immediately. 

Our goal is to inform readers about what is going on at Living Word Church 
encourage participation and set an example for families to engage with the body 
of Christ. Please feel free to contact us with suggestions or any other feedback.

He is Risen, 
He is Risen Indeed

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt held on Saturday 
April 13, 2019 hosted over 700 children who 
were able to not only enjoy an Egg Hunt, but 
also to engage in fun activities, witness our Live 
Action Bible Scenes, enjoy fellowship and also 
be witnessed to and loved on by volunteers from 
LWC. Thanks to the more than 100 volunteers who 
participated, we were able to bless families with 
the love of God and the true meaning of Easter.

Third Bible-themed mural in 
Children’s Wing complete

Some of you may not have noticed the changes 
in the hallway on the children’s side of the church 
building. For several months, we have been having a 
series of murals painted on the walls. So far there are 
three scenes: Creation, The Parting of the Red Sea 
and Noah’s Ark. 

Children’s Pastor Matt Samaha says the overall 
purpose was to create a special space for the kids. 
“We wanted to welcome the children into a different 
environment,” he said, “to make them feel that they 
are going into their own area. And not just plain walls. 
And we decided to do something that would be 
three-dimensional and original.”

The 3D murals all have elements that come out 
from the walls. They are carved and painted pieces 
that add a little something extra - The Tree of Life, 
The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, a figure 
of Moses and even an elephant with other animals 
around the Ark.  

In case you were wondering, it’s perfectly okay to touch. 
The work is being done by none other than the locally famous mural artist Hans Geist, who is also a Christian. Hans has been painting murals since high school 

and full-time for the past 20 years, He has painted murals all around the area as well as around the state and outside 
of Louisiana. That includes the 100-foot depiction of the History of Terrebonne Parish in downtown Houma.

“I wanted it to be something fun,” 
Hans said, “that the kids could go up 
and actually touch. Not just a flat mural 
on the wall. Give it some texture.”

He is just finishing Noah’s Ark and 
wanted to do something a little 
different with that scene. 

“I’ve done several murals of Noah’s 
Ark over the years,” he said. “I wanted 
it to not be your typical Noah’s Ark 
scene where you have thousands of 
animals from everywhere arriving to 
go onboard the Ark.”

Instead, the scene takes place during 
the construction phase. The ark itself 
is in the process of being framed out 
with timbers. 

Hans says his inspiration for Noah’s 
Ark and the Parting of the Red Sea 
was something that can be seen 
throughout the Bible, starting from the 
Old Testament right through to the 
work of Jesus on the cross.

“My vision was to show God’s power delivering His people through supernatural 
events,” he said. “God’s hand at work.”

It hasn’t been decided exactly what scene to do next. But they are thinking about 
scenes from the New Testament to continue around the corner and down the 
children’s hallway.

We have a very active Children’s Ministry at Living Word - between the Sunday classes, 
Wednesday D-Groups, Vacation Bible School, Summer Camp and activities throughout 
the year. Pastor Matt Samaha says that the reason for doing all these things is simple. 
“We want to show the families of our church that Living Word Church loves its children 
and that they are important to us.”

Using his “Cajun Pallette” (a.k.a. crawfish tray), 
mural artist Hans Geist works on Noah’s Ark

Mural artist Hans Geist finishing up work on Noah’s Ark in the Children’s Wing

Detail from Creation mural in Children’s Wing

Moses Parting the Red Sea



Focus on Ministries
Elevate Student Ministry

The Holy Spirit is active at Elevate!
Our talented worship leader, Stephen Roten, has 

nurtured a heart of passion and surrender during 
our worship time. It is a foreshadowing of heaven to 
see such a diverse body of students join together in 
glorifying Jesus.

One very effective methods of discipleship is 
our eGroup ministry. After the Word is preached, 
students divide up by grade and gender with our 
faithful eGroup leaders. There they unpack the 
truth of the message, pray for each other, and 
build friendships. Further, the Carlos and Dishman 
families have opened up their homes so eGroups 
can have monthly opportunities to meet outside of 
Elevate for games, food, and more scripture.

It’s time to register for summer camp: New Heights 
Elevate Summer Camp! 

New Heights is more than a string of fun events, 
but an atmosphere saturated in spiritual growth 
and encounters with Jesus. The Holy Spirit is going 
to change lives. The cost of camp is $280 per 
person. It will be held June 26-30, 2019 in Ocoee, 
Tennessee. The deadline to sign up is May 1. Visit 
iloveelevate.com for a registration packet.

For more info, contact Pastor Dominick Farone at 
918-779-5027. Or visit iloveelevate.com

LWC Men
LWC Men is one our vital ministries that aims to 

impact the lives of every man in our church 13 and 
older. We meet each month on the first Monday 
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm at LWC. We have previously 
met at The Lighthouse for many years but starting 
in May we are moving the meetings to the main 
LWC campus.We always start off with a hearty meal 
which leads into a time of worship and the teaching 
of God’s Word. 

Aside from our monthly meeting we also have 
a Father-Son Night in July where we give dads an 
opportunity to bring their younger children and 
share in a time of service. Our prayer is that each of 
those boys will have a godly lifestyle modeled for 
them at home and church.  In August we will host 
our 2nd Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance and treat 
our princesses to great time of food, games, crafts 
and dancing. Our precious daughters are a gift from 
God and we aspire for them to grow up to be strong 
women of faith. 

We are always looking for ways to impact our 
community for the Gospel.

We believe that we have been called by God to 
be leaders for righteousness in our marriages, 
parenting, friendships, work relationships and all 
other areas of our lives. The only way in which that 
will happen is with our commitment to the studying 
of God’s word - allowing it to transform our hearts 
and minds as we are conformed more into the 
image of Christ Jesus. For more info, contact Matt 
Karns at 985-688-5581.

LWC Women
LWC Women has recently embarked on a new 

journey. This year we began gathering once a 
month for fellowship, food, worship and the study 
of God’s word. Our first few meetings have been 
wonderful and we are expecting God to do a great 
work in our hearts as we continue to meet. Our 
meetings are usually on the second Tuesday of 
every month. We meet at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall for food and then move into the sanctuary for 
the service. “Discipleship” has been our topic of 
study, which we will wrap up in April. And in May, 
we will have a night of worship! We look forward 
to strengthening our relationships with each other 
and our relationship with the Lord through these 
monthly gatherings.

For more info, contact Estelle Bufkin at 985-665-
4425. Or visit facebook.com/lwcwomen

A Place of Restoration
APOR is a nine-month, Christian-based, drug and 

alcohol program. We are committed to providing an 
organized opportunity for men and their families to 
overcome chemical addiction. Our purpose is two-
fold: first, we want to give hope to men addicted 
to drugs and alcohol by presenting Jesus Christ 
as the answer. Once hope has been restored, we 
want to see God turn those men into men who are 
completely abandoned to the call of Jesus Christ 
through discipleship. We support them with a Godly 
atmosphere of loving confrontation, strong work 
ethic, family values and biblical regeneration.

One of the best parts of our program is the 
loving, family atmosphere. There are very few drug 
and alcohol programs that have reunions and 
homecomings, but the men that have graduated 
from A Place of Restoration have a special 
connection with their time here and love coming 

back. We are having a homecoming on April 6 and 
are looking forward to seeing some familiar faces 
that have been restored by God. Please pray that 
God would bless our time and encourage the men 
currently in the program through the testimonies of 
previous graduates.

If you would like to join in our mission, we are 
always in need of prayer and provision. We need 
cleaning supplies, notebooks, copy paper, food 
products and monthly donations. Thank you 
for your support of our ministry. If you have any 
questions, you can reach us at 985-772-1168.  
Or at aporhouma.com

Ushers and Security
“Love all. Keep all safe. And assist all.” That’s the 

motto of the Usher and Security Ministry. Their 
duties include more than just helping people to their 
seats. They also help with traffic in the parking lot, 
assisting with the doors into the sanctuary during 
service, monitoring the doors to Children’s Ministry 
and act as a secondary response to the uniformed 
officers on duty. Men and women (especially 
those with law enforcement experience) who have 
completed the Growth Track Class are welcome.  
Volunteers serve once a month from 8:45 am till 
the end of service. For more information, contact 
Jacques Duplantis at 985-855-3265

Hospitality 
Our Hospitality Ministry covers a number of 

volunteers that interact with people while they are 
at the church. This includes greeting people as they 
enter, shuttling people in the golf carts,handout out 
bulletin and hosting Guest Services.

There is currently a need for people interested 
in serving in our Hebrews Coffee Shop. To be a 
“Hebrista,” you need to have completed the Growth 
Track classes and be willing to volunteer from 8:30 
to 10:00am once a month. A friendly smile, with a 
joyful spirit and attitude is also a big bonus.  If this 
describes you, get in touch with us. Contact Jami 
Conley at 985-414-9335.

Houma Christian School hosted its first Gala and unveiled the proposed layout of the High 
School, Light House, Fellowship Hall and Children’s Church buildings at the Living Word 
Church site. Over 200 people attended the Gala on March 23rd raising over $25,000 for the 
new building project. The night started with entertainment from DJ Rhett with comments 
from HCS Principle Jimmy Champagne, Head Pastor Ben Bufkin, and Pastor/Teacher/Coach 
Freddie Frye, followed by a steak dinner and silent auction. Much to delight of those attending, 
the students had submitted silent auctions items from their classes. Numerous businesses 
throughout the community also contributed to the silent auction. 

“I do not feel any pressure to build this building.” Pastor Ben said. “The building would be built 
as the Lord provides. We will not borrow any money.”

He quoted Psalm 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” 
The current Living Word Church facility was built in phases, debt free. The school was built in 

the same manner and this building will go up as the finances come to the school and church. 
Some of the features of the drafted plan 

include a Gym, coffee shop, open area for 
student activities, library, sanctuary with 
seating for 450 students and a commercial 
kitchen with cafeteria. It is expected to cost 
around 15 million dollars. 

Fundraising endeavors include monthly 
offerings to the building fund through HCS 
and LWC. You can purchase a brick or bench 
as a memorial, to honor alumni or your 
family and friends. Information on the ways 
you may donate to the building fund are 
listed on www.houmachristianschool.com/
giving

HCS and LWC unveil plans for future building

Family & Alumni
SATURDAY JUNE 8, 2019

lBBQlSnowballsl
lSoftball Tournamentl
lBounce Housesl

lFunlFamilyl Fellowshipl
development@houmachristianschool.com to volunteer

Day
 10am till sunset at Warrior Field

       HOUMA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL’S

1916 Hwy 311 Schriever, behind Living Word Church

DATEtheSAVE ~* *

Special Events 
Sunday, April 21, 10:00am Easter Service
Sunday, May 5, 8:00am Growth Track Classes Begin
Monday, May 6, 6:30pm Men’s Ministry
Saturday, May 11, 10:00am House of Hope
Tuesday, May 21, 6:30pm Women’s Ministry


