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Name and title:
Ben Bufkin 
Senior Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Vision and 
direction/Preaching 
Pastor

Wife’s name:
Estelle

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church?

Estelle leads the women’s ministry at LWC. She 
also has the full-time job of keeping me encouraged 
as I lead LWC!

Children
Joel 13, Eliana 12, Raegan 5, Lincoln 1

Where did you grow up?
I was born in Galliano La, but I lived for 7 years in 

Jonesboro Arkansas.

What brought you to LWC?
We began attending in 2009. We were looking for 

a church for our family. LWC had a reputation in the 
community as being a great church for families.

What are you most passionate about?
I am most passionate about pleasing the Lord and 

loving my family.

What do you like to do when you have 
free time?

Play golf!

Favorites restaurant
Anything Mexican

Favorites food
Anything Mexican!

Favorites hobbies
Playing golf and watching golf

Favorites candy
Chocolate!!

Favorites movie
The entire Star Wars saga. I also really love the 

movie It’s a Wonderful Life. We watch it every year 
when we set-up our Christmas tree.

Favorites sport/team
Baseball: Atlanta Braves | Football: New Orleans 

Saints | Basketball: New Orleans Pelicans

Favorite book other than the Bible
A Long Obedience in the Same Direction
By Eugene Peterson 

Favorites family outing
We love to go to the Great Wolf Lodge.

If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go and what would 
you do there?

I would love to go to the Holy Land. It would great 
to walk the same places that our Lord did!

Is there anything people might find 
interesting (or surprising) to know 
about you?

When I was in Bible college I had to give a speech 
for speech class. The speech had to be read from 
a script that I wrote. I could not finish the speech 
because of my stutter. I cried in front of the whole 
class! I was 18 years old and felt called to preach but 
didn’t know how I would be able to do it because of 
the stutter I had had since I was 5yrs old. My stutter 
is not completely gone, but God continues to be 
faithful to empower me to preach every Sunday. 
If you would have heard me talk as a teenager, 
you would have never thought that I would have 
become a public speaker. God is so faithful! His 
strength is made perfect in our weaknesses! He gets 
the glory!

Name and title:
Matthew Karns 
Executive Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:
• Give oversight and 
spiritual direction for 
all ministries at LWC 

• Give leadership and 
support to the pastoral staff 

• Give oversight and spiritual direction to the 
discipleship ministry including Life Groups and 
Growth Track classes.    

• Lead the Men’s Ministry at LWC

• Be a Liaison between the ministry leaders and the 
Senior Pastor 

• Share pulpit responsibilities with the Senior Pastor 
on Wednesdays and Sundays

Wife’s name
Rachel

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church? 

She loves decorating everywhere! She can play 
some mean basketball when the opportunity arrives.

Children (interests/activities)
Luke - 12 (dirt bikes, soccer, football, baseball, 

basketball, cross country, quiz bowl, hunting and 
fishing)

Avery - 11 (dancing, clothes)
Levi - 10 (baseball, soccer, football, baseball, 

basketball, cross country, golf, hunting and fishing)
Miley - 10 (horses, golf, art)

Logan - 9 (baseball, football, basketball, hunting 
and fishing)

Where did you grow up?
Chauvin, LA

What brought you to LWC? 
My dad, Mark Karns

What are you most passionate about? 
The Gospel.

What do you like to do when you have 
free time? 

Going out on the boat with my family.

Favorites restaurant
Almost anything with steak or seafood.

Favorites food 
Steak and potatoes

Favorites activity 
Hunting, golf, boating, relaxing afternoons on the 

swing with Rachel watching the kids play in the yard 
peacefully.

Favorites hobbies 
Golf, archery, long range shooting, woodworking

Favorites candy 
Sour patch kids, Sweet Tarts, York Peppermint 

Patties, Haribo Gummy Bears, man the list could go 
on forever 

Favorites movie 
Where the Red Fern Grows

Favorites sport/team 
New Orleans Saints

Favorites family outing 
Boating

Favorites vacation spot
Cruise to anywhere

If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go and what would 
you do there?

I’d like to go to Israel. Everything.

Is there anything people might find 
interesting (or surprising) to know 
about you?

I worked at a crab factory and as a deckhand on a 
fishing boat in school. Some great memories!

From the poem
“The Pastor’s Wife”
by Judy Bowling

She’s a Godly woman, she has such grace
Always a warm greeting, a smile on her face.
She’s always encouraging, she knows her place.
She is - The Pastor’s Wife.
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Name and title:
Clyde Noel, 
Administrative 
Pastor & Missions 
Director

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Manage business 
and financial 
operations of LWC; corporate Secretary for the 
organization; lead the Missions department.

Wife’s name:
Teresa

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church?

Missions - mission trip leadership and keeping up 
with Missionaries; as well as involvement in other 
LWC activities.

Children (and a little about them)
Matthew is our eldest son.  He is married to Becky, 

they have one son, Riley 16.  Matthew owns a video/
photography production company in Houma.  
Jacob is our younger son, married to Amanda.  
They have three sons, Elijah 4, Isaiah 3, and Hudson 
9 months.  Jacob and Amanda have worked as 
Missionaries in El Salvador.  Jacob is now a Medical 
Doctor, currently half-way through residency in 
Jackson, MS.  They plan to return to the Mission 
field following completion of his medical training.

Where did you grow up?
New Orleans area

What brought you to LWC?
We began occasional attendance at LWC in 1981 

and since 1986 LWC has been our church home.

What are you most passionate about?
God’s Word and Missions

What do you like to do when you have 
free time?

Spend time with Teresa & family and play golf.

Name and title:
Vern Trosclair 

Associate Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Outreach , House 
of Hope, Hospital 
Visitation, D- Group 
Leader, Lifegroup 
Leader, Altar Ministry 
Leader 

Wife’s name
Tina.

Children (and a little about them)
Two girls, Grace,26 and Sophie 24. Grace is a hair 

stylist and Sophie is a teacher.

What brought you to LWC? 
Came to LWC because my wife grew up here. 

What are you most passionate about? 
My passion in ministry is working with and helping 

people wherever they are in their life.

What do you like to do when you have 
free time? 

Love watching LSU and Saints football.

Favorites activity 
Our family loves going to the beach.

From the poem
“The Pastor’s Wife”
by Judy Bowling

She has to always look just right
Always on time, though the schedule’s tight.
From early morning, ‘til late at night
Always - The Pastor’s Wife

Name and title:
Matt Samaha 
Children’s Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Oversee/teach/
train children ages 
Nursery - 6th grade

Wife’s name
Chandra

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church? 

Children’s Ministry, D-Group leader, Bible studies, 
Prayer group

Children (and a little about them)
Four children - all serving God

Where did you grow up?
Louisiana

What brought you to LWC? 
Looking for a church after moving back to LA after 

19 years.

What are you most passionate about? 
Ministering God’s Word to children. Teaching them 

how important they are to God and how much He 
loves them and has a plan for their lives. Teaching 
them that they can accept Jesus as their Savior, and 
live for Him from an early age.

What do you like to do when you have 
free time? 

Spend time with my wife and family. Golf

Favorites restaurant
El Paso, Big Mike’s.

Favorites food 
Beef

Favorite book other than the Bible
Identification by E.W. Kenyon

Favorites activity 
Yard work, cooking

Favorites hobbies 
Golf, fishing

Favorites candy 
Chocolate, caramel

Favorites movie 
It’s a Wonderful Life

Favorites sport/team 
Saints, LSU

Name and title:
Meco Carlos
Worship Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Three Worship 
Teams: Living Word 
Church, Houma 
Christian School and 
Elevate Youth Ministry

Wife’s name
Pat

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church? 

Youth Ministry, Women’s Ministry, HCS, Missions.

Children (and a little about them)
Hannah lives in Atlanta. Works for the Braves
Michael lives past Sandestin FL. Works for Epic 

photos
Madelyn attends NSU. Team leader At Chic-fil-A. 

NSU orientation team.

Where did you grow up?
East side of Houma

What brought you to LWC? 
Parents visited

What are you most passionate about? 
Youth ministry, worship ministry, missions, family

What do you like to do when you have 
free time? 

Hang out with family, music

Favorites restaurant
Copelands, Texas Roadhouse, Mr. Poboy

Favorites food 
Fried shrimp. soft shell crabs, boiled crawfish 

Favorites hobbies 
Basketball, fishing, music

Favorites candy 
Reese’s, Hershey’s

Favorites movie 
Back to the Future, Elf, Sound of Music

Favorites sport/team 
Saints, Pelicans

Favorites family outing 
Magazine Street with my kids. Biking around 

downtown Houma with the kid

Favorites vacation spot
Seacrest Florida 30A, Gatlinburg

If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go and what would 
you do there?

Canada see the beauty of the land, Alaska, train 
through Europe

Is there anything people might find 
interesting (or surprising) to know 
about you?

Real name is Michael.



Name and Title:
Dominick Farone
 Youth Pastor

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

Partner with the 
other pastors in 
serving LWC with an 
emphasis on Youth 
ministry.

Wife’s name
Jacqueline

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church?

She is a full time mom! She also has a passion for 
youth ministry and is a voice for ProLife.

Children (and a little about them)
Dominick (4), Nadia (1), and Silas (7 mo) 
Dominick’s favorite color is green. Simba is his 

favorite Disney character. He likes to take naps in 
his hammock at home, wrestle, watch Disney Sing 
Alongs, and help me with cooking or doing repairs 
around the house. His recent bedtime stories have 
been the abridged books of Moby Dick, Treasure 
Island, and The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. 
He also knows a handful of star constellations.

Nadia’s favorite color is purple. Her favorite Disney 
movie is Tangled (“Tan-dode”). She loves wearing 
bows in her hair, wrestling, dancing, putting on 
anyone’s shoes, and lovingly harassing the dog. 
She’s recently learned the letter “A” and points it out 
anywhere she sees it. Her favorite game is “5 little 
piggies” on her toes. It NEVER gets old.

Silas is simply adorable. I’ve nicknamed him “The 
Face” because he’s always smiling. He is relaxed 
compared to the temperaments of the other two. 
He loves laughing, having his feet tickled, chewing 
anything within reach, and rotating in circles on his 
belly. He’s also pretty good on road trips at this age 
with is a severe contrast from the other two.

Where did you grow up?
Born in Burbank, CA because my father was in 

showbusiness. He was radically saved and was 
commissioned by the Lord to become an evangelist. 
We spent 8 years on the road traveling from church 
to church. Whatever one church gave us is what we 
had to make it to the next one. We selected Bastrop, 
Louisiana as a home base (next door to some 
pastor friends) for our travels because it was central 
in the country and close to I-10. Not long after 
buying a house there, God placed a passion on my 
parent’s hearts for the inner-city kids. We founded 
an urban youth ministry which I participated in until 
graduating and leaving for college.

What brought you to LWC?
Long involved story. If anyone is interested, they 

can come ask.

What are you most passionate about?
Jesus, my family, discipling students, nature (in that 

order)

What do you like to do when you have 
free time?

What free time?
When I have it again, I’ll go camping, backpacking, 

kayaking, and a little rock climbing.

Favorites restaurant
The Garlic Rose, Tulsa, OK
Grimaldi’s Pizza, Destin, FL

Favorites food
Fettuccini Alfredo. Steak. Tiramisu.

Favorites activity
See “free time”

Favorites hobbies
See “free time”

Favorites candy
Gummy Bears!!!!

Favorites movie
Whew. Too long. Again, if someone wants to know, 

they can ask.

Favorites sport/team
San Antonio Spurs

Favorites book other than the Bible
Love Does by Bob Goff
Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer
The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy trilogy by 

Douglas Adams

Favorites family outing
Children’s museums.

Favorites vacation spot
Ashville, NC, Destin, FL

If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go and what would 
you do there?

Camping with my dad and sons at Pharaoh Lake, NY

Is there anything people might find 
interesting (or surprising) to know 
about you?

I love old music and movies and collect both.
.

From the poem
“The Pastor’s Wife”
by Judy Bowling

She carries your burdens, she prays for you
Sometimes she cries the whole night through.
But you won’t know when she’s feeling blue,
‘Cause she’s - The Pastor’s Wife

Name and title:
Jimmy Champagne
Principal of Houma 
Christian School

Pastoral 
duties/areas of 
responsibility:

I am responsible for 
all the administrative 
duties associated 
with being the 
principal of Houma 
Christian School.

Wife’s name
Stephanie

What are some things she is involved in 
inside and/or outside of the church?

Stephanie has been teaching for 30 years for 
Terrebonne Parish School Board.  Stephanie serves 
on the prayer team each Sunday. She has been 
involved in the sewing ministry for missions.  She 
has been several mission trips domestic and abroad.  
She also volunteers as much as she can in other 
various ministries throughout the year.  Stephanie 
loves Jesus and is the best wife and mother I could 
ever hope for.

Children (and a little about them)
Taylor Champagne- (24)  Taylor graduated from 

Nicholls State in 2017 is now an accountant for a 
local oilfield company.

Melissa Champagne- (22)  Melissa is in college 
working towards a degree in business.  She also 
works at Cajun Confections bakery. 

Matthew Champagne (19) Matthew is a full-time 
student at Nicholls State University and is currently 
pursuing a degree in Pre-Med.  Matthew has been 
on 10 mission trips with six of those being outside 
the United States.  

Where did you grow up? 
 I grew up in Bourg with ten siblings.  I have six 

brothers and four sisters. Growing up in a small 
house was definitely interesting to say the least.

What brought you to LWC?  
We visited LWC several times before eventually 

coming to work for Houma Christian School.  My 
wife and I have been attending LWC for over eight 
years and love our LWC family.

What are you most passionate about?
Trying to be more like Jesus

What do you like to do when you have 
free time?

My wife and I love traveling with cruises being our 
favorite vacation.

Favorites restaurant
West Main Pizza (Taco Pizza)

Favorites food
Boiled seafood.

Favorites activity
Resistance training in the gym when I get the 

chance or when I can motivate myself.

Favorites hobbies
Traveling, spending time with family.  Also cooking 

jambalaya.

Favorites candy
Dark chocolate

Favorites movie
I Can Only Imagine (Watched it about five times)

Favorites sport/team
LSU

Favorites book other than the Bible
“Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates”

Favorites family outing
Playing board games or cards with family

Favorites vacation spot
Pigeon Forge/ Gatlinburg

Is there anything people might find 
interesting (or surprised) to know about 
you?

I once published a poem.

From the poem
“The Pastor’s Wife”
by Judy Bowling

She will someday reach the end of this race
As she meets her Master face to face
Surely our God has a Special Place
In Heaven for - The Pastor’s Wife!


